VISITS  TO  THE  TRIBES  AND  THE HRST  PEACE  CONFERENCE IN SEIYUN

Sultan "AH gave a grand dinner-party that night, and after it the pleni-
potentiaries withdrew to a private room where peace proposals were put
before them. My ideas were vague enough. Everybody said that peace
could not be achieved unless there was real British intervention, and I could
not promise anything like that. The furthest I could go was to insist
that the Government really was interested in the maintenance of peace,
and that if it were made it was possible they might intervene to deal with
anyone who broke it, if the circumstances of any particular case warranted
intervention, and if they were sure that the people were doing their best to
help themselves.

Finally the period of a truce was discussed. I should have liked tea
years, for in that time I felt one could be sure that die country would be
organized and at peace. The tribal representatives thought it was possible
that six months would be obtained, to be renewed if they saw that the
Government was going to help. This, of course, was useless, and they
raised the period to a year. But I declined to come lower than three.
Rapid tMriking as to die difficulties to be faced politically and to the work
involved in training "forces and in measures of development, made me
realize that no shorter period could be of any use. I had in mind, too, the
inevitable delays there would be in dealing with die Government where,
at this time, there was no conviction that help was possible or even entirely
desirable.

At length they agreed to try for a three years* general truce.

The following night in Seiyid Bubakr's house, with tempting trays of
Ramadhan delicacies before us, we discussed how the matter should be
tackled. It was of particular importance that there should be machinery
for dealing with past disputes. Nobody was going to sign on to a general
truce for three years unless diey could have some sort of assurance that
the causes of their existing warfare would be examined and setded. As for
future breaches of the peace, they tried their level best to inveigle me into
a promise that they would be dealt with by the Government, but I could
go no farther than I had gone before, except to say that offences occurring
on the road would no doubt be treated as they were in the western part of
the Protectorate.

As for the old offences, we decided to recommend the setting up of a
Board to deal with them. Of those who were present we agreed that 'Ali
bin Salah and Salim Ja'fer should be members. I was anxious that the
others should not be ornamental, but had to agree to the appointment of
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